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Coccidiostat use – 

an example from Norway
15. april 2026

Merete Forseth
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Source: Kjøttets tilstand 2025

• Norwegian population: 5,5 million 

• Farms with > 1000 broilers: 527

• Total yearly broiler production: 74 

million broilers from 4 391 flocks

Broiler meat production per country 
(tonnes, 2023)

USA 19 901 890 

China 15 476 826 

Brazil 14 833 000 

Russia 5 339 500 

India 5 019 410 

Indonesia 4 444 253 

Mexico 3 888 208 

Japan 2 384 255 

Turkey 2 328 791 

Argentina 2 287 016 

Sweden 166 880 

Denmark 159 030 

Finland 134 770 

Norway 107 624 

Iceland 9 313 

Broiler production in Norway
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PROCESSING PLANT

BROILER HATCHERY

PARENT STOCK HATCHERY

FARMERS

• 

• 

• 

• 

Norsk 

Kylling

482
employees

3
production sites

150
farmers

110
million dinners per annum

2,3
bn NOK sales 2025

30%
market share in retail

We are taking new paths to ensure 

sustainable chicken production, 

providing healthy and safe food of 

high quality for all of Norway
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Coccidiosis

Parasite – Eimeria
- Intestinal lesions
- Reduced growth
- Poor feed conversion
- Haemorrhagic diarrhoea
- Mortality

Clostridia      necrotic enteritis.

1996 - 2016: prophylactic use of coccidiostatica in feed in Norway 
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255/240/165
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245/128/37
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252/217/189

216/212/215

0/52/40

178/204/193 (30%)

102/133/126 (60%)

178/194/190 (30%)

102/154/130 (60%)

0/86/47

50/62/72 (tidligere)

255/245/192 (70%)

255/249/219 (40%)

September 2014: Scientists publicly express concern about the 
use of Narasin in the Broiler industry

Several prominent Norwegian scientists publicly expressed their concern about the use of Narasin in the broiler industry
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The Norwegian Veterinary Institute: Half of all broilers produced in Norway 

contains Quinolone resistant E.coli
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RESULTS: By use of a selective method E. coli resistant to quinolones were found in 188 of the 210 

caecal samples and in 140 of the 198 broiler meat samples investigated 
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Source: Nortura Totalmarked

The development of sales per type of meat in 1000 tonnes in Norway 

A marked drop in chicken meat consumption in 2014- 2015
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50/62/72 (tidligere)
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Desember 2014: The norwegian poultry industry commits to removing 
Narasin in feed by end of 2016

Widespread predictions that this would lead to an increase in disease and as a result an increase in antibiotic usage
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March 2015: Norsk Kylling starts running test flocks without Narasin

46 flocks vaccinated through feed sprayed with vaccine from 

March to Sept 2015

Farmers involved in the project got a written agreement 

protecting them from any financial losses

Conclusions: Lower mortality, higher feed consumption resulting 

in higher average weight (same FCR), increased 

liver condemnation
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Norsk Kylling broilers become coccidiostatica free 
from February 2016



f58025

f8a666

fcd9bd

e4e1dc

fff0a5

00562f

003428

fff5c0

fff9db

669a82

b2ccc1

66857e

b2c2be

255/240/165

Fargepalett

245/128/37

248/166/102

252/217/189

216/212/215

0/52/40

178/204/193 (30%)

102/133/126 (60%)

178/194/190 (30%)

102/154/130 (60%)

0/86/47

50/62/72 (tidligere)

255/245/192 (70%)

255/249/219 (40%)

Narasin 

free

Average slaughter weight and age Ross and Hubbard 2014-2025

Excess selenium 

levels in feed

Gizzardlesions 

related to one 

feed mill x

Identified Gumboro 

in our value chain
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255/240/165

Fargepalett

245/128/37
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216/212/215

0/52/40

178/204/193 (30%)

102/133/126 (60%)

178/194/190 (30%)

102/154/130 (60%)

0/86/47
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Total mortality and first week mortality Norsk Kylling

Narasin 
free

Identified 
Gumboro in 
our value chain

Gizzardlesions related 
to one feed mill 

Excess 

selenium 

levels in feed

N.E. related to 

one feed mill x
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Occurence of necrotic enteritis (NE) in Ross and Hubbard flocks 

% 

Necrotic     

enteritis

Identified 
Gumboro in our 
value chain

NE in 1 of 2 
initial Hubbard 
flocks NE in 2 of 5 

remaining Ross 
flocks 

NE related to 
one feed mill

Excess selenium 
levels in feed



f58025

f8a666

fcd9bd

e4e1dc

fff0a5

00562f

003428

fff5c0

fff9db

669a82

b2ccc1

66857e

b2c2be

255/240/165

Fargepalett

245/128/37

248/166/102

252/217/189

216/212/215

0/52/40

178/204/193 (30%)

102/133/126 (60%)

178/194/190 (30%)

102/154/130 (60%)

0/86/47

50/62/72 (tidligere)

255/245/192 (70%)

255/249/219 (40%)

Antibiotic usage in broiler production in Norway

Slight increase in antibiotic usage in broiler production in 

Norway right after the stop of Narasin

Once effective 'alternative' treatments to antibiotic usage were 

found, ab use decreased to less than earlier

Use of antibiotics in 

foodproducing animals, 

including horses, in 31 

european countries

Norway



f58025

f8a666

fcd9bd

e4e1dc

fff0a5

00562f

003428

fff5c0

fff9db

669a82

b2ccc1

66857e

b2c2be

Preventative measures

Cleaning and desinfection

Acid in drinking water -pH and hygiene

Farmer management

Feed composition and regime

Our experience so far:
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Acid trial

4 farmers with recurring incidents of NE

Acid added to drinking water from hatch 

till slaughter

Marked decrease in mortality and no NE

Water pH of 4
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Air humidity- vaccine effect

Below average air humidity the first 11 days in flocks with NE later in life

Highlighted text
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Feed management

Feed related increase in Necrotic 

Enteritis in 2022 and 2023

Feeding regime

Feed structure

High protein feed - when to avoid



When Necrotic Enteritis strikes

Antibiotics

Probiotic added to the drinking water

Last resort: Narasin feed as a treatment, rather than a 

prophylactic measure

5-6 days→ effectively stops the outbreak

Adding acid to drinking water to reduce the pH to 4
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Key numbers

Total mortality

1st week mortality

Footpad lesions

Carcass condemnations (health)

KPI

0

1

2

3

J F M A M J J A S O N D

Development KPI

2025 TARGET

0,0

0,5

1,0

1,5

J F M A M J J A S O N D

0

5

10

J F M A M J J A S O N D

0,0

0,5

1,0

J F M A M J J A S O N D

0,0
0,2
0,4
0,6
0,8

J F M A M J J A S O N D

<1,95%

<0,75%

<6

< 0,45%

0,5%

Target    

2025

Avr.

2025

1,8%

0,66%

2,3

0,52%

0,36%

2,0%

0,89%

5,8

0,44%

0,53%

2024

Carcass condemnations (technical)

Transport mortality
0,00
0,01
0,02
0,03
0,04

J F M A M J J A S O N D

<0,015%0,016% 0,02%

On target Better than 2024 Below target
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Thanks for your time!

norsk-kylling.no

linkedin   |   facebook 
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